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The 

 

 

Palm Sunday:   March 29:  8:00am and 11:00am in the Sanctuary and  

11:00am in Morris Hall (normal worship service times and Sunday school) 

Celebrate Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem!  Wave the palm branches!   

Sing praises to the Lord!   Special choir anthems and children’s choir 

Hosanna to the King! 
 

Maundy Thursday:  April 2 at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary 

A service of communion and extended reading of the passion narrative 
 

Good Friday:  April 3 at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary 

Seven Last Words of Christ by Haydn presented by Garber and Centenary 

choirs with soloists and New Bern Civic Strings 
 

 

7:00am - First Service of Easter - Sanctuary 

9:00am and 11am- A Celebration of Resurrection - Morris Hall  

with Chancel Choir and Praise Team 
 

Hallelujah!  He is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Hear the Good News!   

Christ is alive!  Raise your voices in exultation! Death has lost its sting!  

 Hallelujah! 
 

There is NO Sunday School on Easter Sunday 
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My heartfelt thanks for all the Garber people during this long period of  

staying at home.  They have made all the difference in their prayers, visits, 

calls and cards. Bless you all, may you know how much it means to have this 

incredible family we have together.   Coleen Brock 

 
To my special Angel:  Thank you so much for all your gifts.  I would like to give 

you a special thank you card.  I will put it in my mailbox and leave it in there 

until you pick it up.  Thank you so much.  Fannie Mae 

Below is a portion of a recent thank you letter from our Area  

Coordinator for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes.  Garber Church 

packed 706 shoeboxes in 2014!  Hopefully, you are collecting toys, socks, 

small games and other items now in preparation for our 2015 Shoebox 

drive this fall! 
 

Thank you so much for your participation in the Operation Christmas Child  

project last year.  On  behalf of the children around the world who will be hearing the Good News of 

Jesus Christ because of your church’s involvement in the vital ministry, THANK YOU!!!  You are 

making a real difference in carrying the gospel to the ends of the earth. 
 

Our Lower Eastern NC Region (Craven, Carteret, Pamlico, Jones and Onslow counties) packed and 

collected over 28,000 shoeboxes in 2014 (up from 25,106 the previous year).  Altogether 10,430,333 

shoeboxes were collected worldwide!  That’s 10.4 million children who are being reached with the love 

of Jesus.  We praise God for this wonderful news, and we invite you to join us in celebrating all that 

He is doing through OCC! 
 

Our Area Coordinator is Stephanie Seymore and she will be traveling to Tanzania in late 

May with Samaritan’s Purse!  Please keep Stephanie in your prayers as she goes to       

distribute shoeboxes and share Christ’s love with these children in the villages of        

Tanzania.   
 

Stephanie is available to speak to groups/classes – if you are interested, please contact 

Mary Coleman in the church office.   

Save the Date! 

The Annual Women’s Retreat 
 

What:  A Women’s Retreat entitled:  Practicing the Presence . . .  
    

Who:  Women of all ages who are interested in growing spiritually. 

  Retreat leader:  Rev. Syd Stewart 
 

When:  September 14 – 16, 2015 (Monday - Wednesday) 
 

Where: Trinity Retreat Center, Pine Knoll Shores, NC 
 

Why:  To grow into a deeper relationship with God through Jesus Christ,  

  empowered by the Holy Spirit.  
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“We’re down to the short rows now.”   So George would say as we neared the end of a commercial project.  

We worked together on an electrical construction crew.  Sometimes we were three; sometimes we were a 

dozen; but almost always George and I worked together.  But what are the “short rows?”  It’s a figure of 

speech arising from his rearing on the farm and in the garden.  Whether hoeing or picking, the short rows 

were at the edge of the field and represented the end of the work.    
 

For some, Holy Week represents the “short rows.”  Having denied themselves some pleasure for most of 

Lent, Easter is just a “short row” away.  But before we rush to Easter, we ought to slow down in the short 

row and consider what Holy Week’s suffering means.  Easter only makes its greatest sense against the back-

drop of rejection, betrayal, denials, torturous abuse, and finally ignominious death upon a cross.  The joy of 

Easter and the suffering of Holy Week are inextricably joined. 
 

The simplest explanation for Holy Week’s meaning is suffering as sin for sin.  “He made him who knew no 

sin to be sin for us,” the Apostle writes.  (2 Corinthians 5:21)   Who can plumb the depths of Jesus’ suffering 

for sin, our sin, yours and mine? 
 

But what is this sin except that you and I in many and varied ways give in to unruly and renegade  

desires?  By sinning, we say yes to desire’s rebellion.  We agree with lust’s demands.  He suffered because we 

fail to control our passions and desires.  We sinned; we sin; he died. 
 

So in the “short rows,” we can hardly wait to stop our Lenten discipline.  We look forward to our candy, our 

soft drinks, and all the other pleasures we enjoyed before we “gave them up for Lent.”  But is Lent the only 

time we seek the Holy Spirit’s help to bring desire under control?  If we suffered under the discipline before 

Easter, would we not seek after Easter to live victoriously in the mastery of desire? 
 

When mountain climbing in the Andes Mountains, we scaled the cliff by finding handholds and toeholds.  

Uncontrolled desire and passion are the handholds by which sin conquers us. Sin using our desires, masters 

us.  James writes, “But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  Then 

when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.”  (James 

1:14, 15) 
 

In Lent we sought to diminish sin’s opportunity by discipline (giving something up) leading to spiritual and 

self control.  Now in Easter, let us not become undisciplined and lax. Let us “press on in order that [we] may 

lay hold of that for which also [we were] laid hold of by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12)  Paul wrote that sin 

is not to be our master, for we have been buried with Christ in baptism and raised to an Easter life.  

(Romans 6) 

 

Blessings,  

 

David A. Banks 

Pastor 

ACCESS membership classes 
 

Rediscover what church is about!  These classes are offered for all seeking to become members, 

yet attending ACCESS does not commit you to membership.  Please sign up for ACCESS 

classes either by signing up at the Welcome Desk/Table, emailing Pastor Matthew at: 

matha@garberumc.com, or calling the church office at 637-4022. 
 

We have an ACCESS membership class beginning Sunday, April 12 from 9:30-10:30am in 

Room 312 on the third floor of the Garber Ministry Center (Library).  We will meet April 12, 19, 

and 26 and May 3. 
 

If the above listed class does not work for your schedule, another       

ACCESS membership class will be offered on Wed. nights; April 15, 22, 

29 and May 6 from 5:45pm - 7:00pm 
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The Hymn of Promise 
 

One of my favorite hymns is #707 - the Hymn of Promise.  Its opening words speak of spring: “In the bulb there is 
a flower; in the seed, an apple tree”.  I think of these words as I glory in the emergence of daffodils, narcissi, and 
hyacinths, filling the senses with color, fragrance, beauty.  These bulbs remind us of resurrection, emerging from 
the cold, dark earth into sunlight, into God’s light.  These flowers herald the coming of spring, soon to be followed 
by a dazzling display of flowering trees and shrubs and perennials, each blooming in its appointed time, God’s 
time, as the season unfolds. 
 

The third line of the hymn promises “In the cold and snow of winter, there’s a spring that waits to be”.  We have 
all, each in our own way, been through a cold winter.  For some it is grief that chills the heart; for others it is cold 
reality that this illness is not curable.  Winter is a blue time for many, when depression beckons us to stay inside, 
cocooned away from family, friends, joy.  But this hymn of promise reminds us that God is with us in all seasons:  
in the cold of the snow and the heat of the sun; in cocoons and butterflies; in the dark and the light.   
 

Each verse of the hymn ends with this refrain: “unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see”.  God 
alone reveals the seasons of our lives, but promises that “there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you 
and me”.   If this is a difficult season for you, why not invite a Stephen Minister into your life to share God’s  
presence and promise of hope.  You are not alone. 
 

Marty Power 

MOSAIC NEWS 
 

In March we enjoyed a trip to Wilmington, NC and a wonderful luncheon with Jan Hemphill, who 

shared about her trip to Africa. Come and join us for the following upcoming April events. We have 

a great time together and always welcome newcomers. 
 

April 14:  MOSAIC Trip to Duke Gardens and Duke Chapel in Durham, NC  

Cost will be $5.00 plus whatever you spend for lunch. 
 

April 20:  MOSAIC Luncheon 12:00 noon in room 123 Ministry Center 

Menu: Chicken Casseroles and dessert 

Program: Senior Fraud presented by Charles Davis,  

Risk Management Specialist, First Citizens Bank 

 

Contact Sue Webb to sign up for these events as soon as possible. 

swebb@garberumc.com 
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Welcome new Garber members!  
 

Georgiann Bosko lives in Greenbrier at 1333 Pine Valley Drive and works at Coastal Carolina 

Health Care.  She enjoys the beach, bike riding, crafts and being an active volunteer at RCS.  

Georigann has three adult children - Caitlin, Lauren, and Chris. 
 

Karen Register is a Clinical Social Worker and lives at 107 Saratoga Lane.  She enjoys 
reading, her grandchildren, and consignment shopping.  She and her husband, Bob, have 

two children - Lauren and Olivia. 
 

Olivia Register lives at 107 Saratoga Lane and enjoys volunteer work.  Her hobbies are 

cooking, reading, and crafting.   
 

Mary Lou Snyder lives at 104 Overlook Ct. in Grantsboro.   Mary Lou and her husband,  

Barry, retired to Eastern Carolina from Virginia.  Mary Lou enjoys gardening, reading, and 

her book club. 
 

Georgiann, Karen, Olivia, and Mary Lou joined March 22 during the 11 a.m. Sanctuary service. 
 

Carol Hamilton will be transferring her membership on Sunday, April 12 during the 11 a.m. 

Sanctuary service.  Carol retired here from Ridgewood, NJ and now lives at 503 Blackledge 
Circle in Trent Woods.  Carol enjoys sewing, quilting, knitting, reading, and she is the mother 

of Marianne Gutierrez. 

 

 

Watch us Shine in KIDS IN CHRIST!!!Watch us Shine in KIDS IN CHRIST!!!Watch us Shine in KIDS IN CHRIST!!!Watch us Shine in KIDS IN CHRIST!!!    

    

    

May 13th May 13th May 13th May 13th ---- The Rock Slinger and His Greatest Hit, 6:00 p.m., Morris Hall The Rock Slinger and His Greatest Hit, 6:00 p.m., Morris Hall The Rock Slinger and His Greatest Hit, 6:00 p.m., Morris Hall The Rock Slinger and His Greatest Hit, 6:00 p.m., Morris Hall    

    Our Wednesday Night Recharge! children will present the story of David and Goliath!Our Wednesday Night Recharge! children will present the story of David and Goliath!Our Wednesday Night Recharge! children will present the story of David and Goliath!Our Wednesday Night Recharge! children will present the story of David and Goliath!    

    

June 23rd June 23rd June 23rd June 23rd ---- 25th  25th  25th  25th ---- Kids In Christ Preschool Summer Camp Session 1, 9:00 a.m.  Kids In Christ Preschool Summer Camp Session 1, 9:00 a.m.  Kids In Christ Preschool Summer Camp Session 1, 9:00 a.m.  Kids In Christ Preschool Summer Camp Session 1, 9:00 a.m. ---- 12:00 noon 12:00 noon 12:00 noon 12:00 noon    

    Join us for three jam packed days of Bible stories, crafts, games, outside play, and snacks!!!Join us for three jam packed days of Bible stories, crafts, games, outside play, and snacks!!!Join us for three jam packed days of Bible stories, crafts, games, outside play, and snacks!!!Join us for three jam packed days of Bible stories, crafts, games, outside play, and snacks!!!    

    

July 13th July 13th July 13th July 13th ----17th 17th 17th 17th ---- VBS and Adventure Camp, 9:00 a.m.  VBS and Adventure Camp, 9:00 a.m.  VBS and Adventure Camp, 9:00 a.m.  VBS and Adventure Camp, 9:00 a.m. ---- 12:00 noon 12:00 noon 12:00 noon 12:00 noon    

    VBS Everest VBS Everest VBS Everest VBS Everest ---- Conquering Challenges with God’s Mighty Power, 3 yrs old  Conquering Challenges with God’s Mighty Power, 3 yrs old  Conquering Challenges with God’s Mighty Power, 3 yrs old  Conquering Challenges with God’s Mighty Power, 3 yrs old ---- Rising 4th Grade Rising 4th Grade Rising 4th Grade Rising 4th Grade    

    Adventure Camp Adventure Camp Adventure Camp Adventure Camp ---- Mission: All Things Possible, Rising 5th and 6th Grade Mission: All Things Possible, Rising 5th and 6th Grade Mission: All Things Possible, Rising 5th and 6th Grade Mission: All Things Possible, Rising 5th and 6th Grade    

    

July 28th July 28th July 28th July 28th ---- 30th  30th  30th  30th ---- Kids In Christ Preschool Summer Camp Session 2, 9:00 a.m.  Kids In Christ Preschool Summer Camp Session 2, 9:00 a.m.  Kids In Christ Preschool Summer Camp Session 2, 9:00 a.m.  Kids In Christ Preschool Summer Camp Session 2, 9:00 a.m. ---- 12:00 noon 12:00 noon 12:00 noon 12:00 noon    

    Join us for three jam packed days of Bible stories, crafts, games, outside play, and snacks!!!Join us for three jam packed days of Bible stories, crafts, games, outside play, and snacks!!!Join us for three jam packed days of Bible stories, crafts, games, outside play, and snacks!!!Join us for three jam packed days of Bible stories, crafts, games, outside play, and snacks!!!    
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In olden times, Christians were called atheists because they had no idols and images of their deity.  They were called 

cannibals because the language of Holy Communion cited Jesus’ words, “eat my flesh; drink my blood.”  They were 

accused of incest as Christian “brothers” married “sisters” and not pagan women.  Today we are attacked because of 

sex, but so were the early Christians.  Now, as then, it is necessary to make a defense of the Christian faith.    

 

An early defender, Tertullian, wrote his Apology (Defense of Christianity) around A.D. 197.  He asserts that       

Christians are good and useful citizens.  They were no threat to the state because they prayed for the Caesar, were 

made better by their conversion to Jesus Christ, and were thus more moral than the society around them.  Describing 

the difference between the Christian Church and the broader, pagan society, he said Jesus Christ made the Christian 

wife, chaste; the son, obedient; and the servant, faithful.  Of the positive and good character of the Church he said, 

“We are a body knit together as such by a common religious profession, by unity of discipline, and the bond of a 

common hope.”  He continues that the Church meets to wrestle ( “This violence God delights in.”) with God in 

prayer.  We pray for emperors, ministers, and “for all in authority, for the welfare of the world, for the prevalence of 

peace, for the delay of the final consummation.”   Furthermore, we read our sacred writings to nourish faith, animate 

hope, and to confirm good habits.  As part of communion, voluntary giving is practiced so that the poor could be 

buried, destitute and orphaned children cared for along with the elderly, the exiled, the shipwrecked, the miners, and 

imprisoned. 

 

However, according to Tertullian, it was their noble deeds of love which most raised the hatred of the world.  In 

love, the marriage bond was protected.  The world was sexually promiscuous; not so the Christian.  He writes, “We 

do not hesitate to share our earthly goods with one another.  All things are common among us but our wives.”      

Marriage was held in honor, and it was lived out in chastity and virtue.  Wives were not shared, nor were      

daughters given to the entertainment of one’s guests or friends.  

 

Sexual chastity and virtue led to another striking difference from the world.  Considering the prevalence of abortion, 

ancient Roman literature gave several reasons for its frequency.  Notable were its use to hide sexual infidelity and to 

protect the attractive figures of the women.  Contrary to the culture, he writes, as did other early Christian writers, 

that Christian believers “do not take the life of a child by abortion.”  Tertullian tells the reader of the infant John 

leaping in Elizabeth’s womb and of the infant Jeremiah who was known by God and called to be a prophet before he 

was born.  In refuting the charge of cannibalism, the clear opposition to abortion is their proof they would not       

cannibalize another human being. 

 

Primarily, however, the Church was the target of the world’s animosity and hostility because it resisted and  

renounced the practices associated with sexual promiscuity. That point is important today.  The pure sexual life of 

Christians is a witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Fidelity in our marriage, chastity and celibacy in our        

singleness, and the respect for the human dignity of the child conceived in sexual unions marks Christians as serving 

a Lord and Master who is different from the world.   

 

Right now in our beloved United States of America we are enduring an incredible upheaval over sex.  In this storm 

of confusion, the United Methodist Church continues to declare that the acts of sex are intended by God for          

marriage, and marriage is between one man and one woman.  We continue to affirm that sex outside of the marriage 

bond whether homosexual or heterosexual is sin.  Furthermore, we have called upon our government to protect the 

institution of marriage as between one man and one woman. 

 

Will this make us the object of some persons’ hostility?  Yes, and so be it.  The world will hate us, but God will not.  

As American culture becomes more degraded and deviant, our sexual lives will bear witness: promiscuity and       

deviancy will bear witness to the gods of pleasure, indulgence and selfishness; virtue and chastity will bear witness 

to Him who is Lord of all and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

David A. Banks 

Pastor 
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Fidelity in our marriage, chastity and celibacy in our        

of confusion, the United Methodist Church continues to declare that the acts of sex are intended by God for          
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Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

Wednesday Night Adult Studies 

Session 5:  April 15, 22, 29, May 6 

5:45-7:00 p.m.   

 Our last Wednesday Night Adult Study session begins mid-April and we are excited to 

bring you 3 more great studies.  It is a great time to get involved in one of these very short      

studies, get to know new folks that perhaps don’t attend your worship service, learn new things, 

and enjoy great food and fellowship! 

 Please be sure to register for this session so that we might be aware of our needs in both 

space and food preparation.   

 The classes for this session will be: 
 

The Book of 1 John (continued)  Led by Pastor David Banks 

 This is a continuation of the Book of 1 John from last session, however, anyone is welcomed 

 to join in at any point. 

ACCESS Class     Led by Pastor Matthew Atha 

 ACCESS Class is open to anyone exploring life at Garber Church — learning about what 

 we believe and why we believe it.  The class also contains information on staff, committees, 

 and opportunities on how to get connected into the life of the church.  ACCESS is a         

 prerequisite for membership into Garber UMC, however taking ACCESS does not obligate 

 you to join. 

The Best of the Best!    Led by Mary Coleman 

 Join us for 4 different DVD presentations from some of the nation’s top Christian speakers, 

 including Christine Caine, Andy Stanley, Mark Batterson, and more!  DVD session and     

 discussions each week focus on a variety of topics, but all will be challenging!  


